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Dear Starkdale Family, 

   The month of July commemo-

rates and celebrates our American 

Independence.  The Fourth of July 

of 1776 was the day America was 

born, - a day that was by no 

means a gift, but rather a day with 

an incomprehensible price tag of 

the escalating bloodbaths of war, 

the loss of innocent women and 

children (lost to illnesses, poverty, 

wild life, severe weather condi-

tions, and the rage of wars), sleep-

less nights, shortage in human 

resources, uncertainty, fear and 

grief.  Yet through it all, the set-

tlers overcame and gave birth to a 

nation that stood strong against all 

the odds and prospered in every 

aspect of its being through the 

years.  A major part of the set-

tlersô success was the result of 

loyalty to God and affirming bib-

lical faith.  Most of us know that 

faith in God and the Bible was 

very much part of our culture and 

politics until (possibly) the late 

forties.  Respect for the church 

and biblical principles impacted 

even Hollywood and the media as 

well as national and local govern-

ments until recent decades.  The 

American citizens during those 

years never doubted for a moment 

the importance of the role biblical 

principles played in shaping the 

culture and guiding our political 

standards. Early American docu-

ments testify to this truth.  Some 

of those documents will be shared 

during our worship on Sunday, 

July 4. 

   But the question we ask today is 

where did America go wrong?  

What factors contributed to the 

loss of such a dynamic heritage so 

quickly?  The answer is not simple.  

No one particular factor can fully be 

blamed for this decline.  Some factors 

for the rapid decline of any nation are 

obvious:  ignorance of national his-

tory, the hidden agendas of special 

interest groups, the election of 

ñfaithlessò politicians, media propa-

ganda and lies, the deterioration of the 

citizensô moral character, the poor 

quality of education on every level, 

greed among people in power, and of 

course, forsaking God who is ulti-

mately in charge of the rise and the 

fall of nations.  As a result of those 

factors and more, we are now part of a 

ñpluralisticò and ñsecularò society.  

By ñpluralistic,ò I mean the variety of 

cultures, religions and cults residing 

in America and competing for an in-

fluential status in our land.  By 

ñsecular,ò I mean the intentional and 

unintentional departure from the 

things pertaining to biblical teachings 

and to the faith.  This, of course, did 

not happen overnight.  The forces of 

darkness operating in our land have 

been successful in changing the face 

of America.  Lobbyists, though in the 

minority, and their lawyers, with the 

help of corrupt politicians, manipu-

lated and changed our American iden-

tity, while good and truthful citizens 

remained passive and idle about the 

matter.  The church in general has 

done a poor job rebuking and exhort-

ing.  It did not faithfully and boldly 

fight the good fight of faith.  It com-

promised invaluable standards and 

principles.  This is similar to what 

happened on the night when Jesus 

was betrayed, when Judas was the 

only one awake doing his dirty job 

while the rest of the disciples were 

asleep.  Should we then give up?  Is 

it too late?  No! God (the author and 

finisher of nations) can change 

things and take America back to its 

roots.  But how is this possible?  

President George Washington said 

it well ñIt is impossible to govern 

the world without God and the 

Bible é Of all dispositions and 

habits that lead to political pros-

perity, our religion and morality 

are indispensable supporters."  

   The Bible likewise tells us  in 2 

Chronicles 7:14 ñIf my people, who 

are called by my name, will hum-

ble themselves and pray and seek 

my face and turn from their 

wicked ways, then will I hear from 

heaven and will forgive their sin 

and will heal their land.ò  

   This open letter therefore comes to 

all of us as a ñCALL TO FALL.ò 

Fall on your knees for American re-

pentance and recovery, and do every-

thing in your power to help revive 

the spiritual soul our early fathers 

possessed. God has blessed America.  

It is time for America to bless God. 

Philip Makari   
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  CONGRATULATIONS 

TO THE GRADUATES  

These graduate details were received after the 

printing of the June CHIMES. 

 

Courtenay Balvin, graduating from Indian 

Creek High School.  She has been and will 

continue to attend Ohio University Eastern 

where she is majoring in business. 

Lori Balvin, graduating from Franciscan 

University of Steubenville with a Bachelor 

Degree in Accounting and minor in Busi-

ness Management 

Caitlin Criss, graduating from Ohio State 

University, Cum Laude, with a Bachelor 

Degree in Special Education.  She begins 

her career participating in ñTeach For 

Americaò where she will teach inner city 

children in Chicago. Caitlin is the daughter 

of  Kim and Jeff Criss and granddaughter of 

Joan and Lou Copeland and John Criss.   

Britni Jean Morelli, graduating from Walsh 

College with a Bachelor Degree in Educa-

tion.  She completed the four year program 

in three years.  Britni is the granddaughter 

of Jeanne and Tony Morelli. 

Dylan Pendleton, graduating from the Uni-

versity of Akron with a Bachelor Degree in 

Biology.  He has been offered a temporary 

position with the Department of Natural 

Resources in New Philadelphia, Ohio.  Dy-

lan is the son of Pat and Leanne Pendleton 

and the grandson of Fred and Imogene 

Louk. 

Justin Wilson, graduating from Indian Creek 

High School.  Justin is a regular participant 

with the Starkdale Youth Group. 

We incorrectly reported the employment of 

Rob Wyman in the last issue.  Rob Wyman, 

grandson of Dick and Bev Wyman, gradu-

ated with a Bachelor of Science Degree in 

Civil Engineering from Case-Western Re-

serve and is now working for Menard Cor-

poration, a world-wide engineering and con-

struction firm located in Bridgeville, PA. 
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JUNE SOUP KITCHEN REPORT 

 

The June Soup Kitchen served 81 people on June 10th.  

Those participating in this important ministry were:  Bill 

Alexander, Ella Jane Burns, Andy Celestin, John Criss, 

Robbie France, and Russ Grimm.  The meal consisted of:  

shredded turkey in gravy, green beans, fruit salad, biscuits, 

cakes and beverages. 

 

 

CHURCH ACTIVITIES  

 

SUNDAY ïJuly 4ðAnnual Patriotic Worship Service 

SUNDAYï July 11ðCommunion 

THURSDAYï July 15ðDeacons/Session meeting 6 

p.m. 

SUNDAYðAugust 8-Communion 

SUNDAYï August 29-Annual Outdoor Worship Service 

  and Church Picnic 

EVERY SECOND AND FOURTH SUNDAY-Youth 

  Group at 6 p.m. 

EVERY MONDAY ïEvening Prayer at 7 P.M. 

EVERY TUESDAYï Bible Study at 10 A.M. 

EVERY WEDNESDAYðBible Study at 6 P.M. 

EVERY THIRD SUNDAYï Carriage House Worship 

  Service 

 HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY SUMMER! 

TAKE A VACATIONðBUT NOT FROM CHURCH! 



1 James Dean 

2 Russell Hathaway 

       Anne Peterson 

3 Cathy Thoburn 

 Howard Cooper 

4 Barbara Wrkich 

 Audrey Kerr 

 Hannah West 

 Molly Binkiewicz 

5 Abigail Kinney 

7 Dr. Tom Brown 

8 Fred Huff, Sr. 

 Bob Neal 

 Etta Pyle 

9 Joseph Rekai 

 Felecia Elliott 

10 Paul Visyak 

11 Kim Criss 

 Micah DiCarlo 

13 Amy Allan 

 Steven Criss 

14 Ella Jane Burns 

16 Adam Townsend 

18 Brian Gambos 

19 Mary Hathaway  

 Jason Mikesell 

20 Logan Starr 

21 John Foley 

22 Kaleigh Clevenger 

 Geary Harper 

24 Courtenay Balvin 

25 Brandon Pendleton 

27 John Criss 

 Andrew Stewart 

28 Hank Vinco 

29   Charlene Freshwater 

 Franklin Merryman 

 Dolores Visyak 

 

AUGUST 

1 Aaron and Amanda Geisinger 

4 Rick and Sharon Patterson 

8 Ronald and Janet Johnson 

 Stu and Janet Stukins 

10 Dale and Jennifer Harvey 

13 William and Marlene Almond 

15 Bob and Ella Jane Burns 

19 Donald and Bonnie Eft 

22 Michael and Kassondra Minor 

27 John and Betty Vujnovic 

29   Gerald and Joyce Palmer 

31 Richard and Beverly Wyman 

JULY 

2 Bob and Cindy Sagrilla 

13 Dale and Eleanor Hewitt 

15 Brad and Amy Albert 

 Jeff and Cindy Wilson 

25 Scott and Tricia Binkiewicz 

 Jeff and Haley Kreider 

26 Jeff and Pam Shimon 

27 Shannon and Jennifer Starr 

28 Bob and Carol Oklok 

29 Joe and Debbie Grecco 

 

 

JULY BIRTHDAYS  

JULY AND AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

12 Natalie Ujcich 

14 Caroline Dean 

 Bonnie Giusto 

 Bill Beynon 

16 Sharon Petrilla 

17 Andy Celestin 

 Carolyn Glaub 

18 Courtnie Bube 

19 Marlene Cox 

 Olivia Ault  

 Laura Chanoski 

24 Cynthia Bordash 

 Robert T. Lee 

 Marlena West 

25 Dorothy Ballantine 

 DeDe Foley 

26 Brian Timmons 

27 Anna Marie Ault 

 Darene Waszkiewicz 

28 Jamie Rawson 

29 Doris Wickham 

 Shayne Weaver 

31 Janelle Shimon 

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

2 Judy Wright 

3 Jack Paul 

 Christine Bube 

4 Tyler Clevenger 

5 Zachary Smith 

 Alicia Wilson 

 Don Eft 

6 Quinn Ujcich 

7 Robert Eft 

 Cindy McMasters 

8    Louis Copeland 

 Jill Wickham 

11 Peggy Saunders 
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óI AM A CHRISTIANô 

When I say that óI am a 

Christianô, I am not 

shouthing that óI am clean 

livingô.   

Iôm whispering óI was lost, 

but now Iôm found and for-

givenô 

When I say that óI am a 

Christianô, I donôt speak of 

this with pride. 

Iôm comfessing that I stum-

ble and need Christ to be my 

guide. 

When I say that óI am a 

Christianô, Iôm not trying 

to be strong. 

Iôm professing that Iôm 

weak and need His strength 

to carry on. 

When I say that óI am a 

Christianô, Iôm not brag-

ging of success. 

Iôm admitting I have failed 

and need God to clean my 

mess. 

When I say óI am a Chris-

tianô, Iôm not claiming to 

be perfect. 

My flaws are far too visible, 

but God believes I am worth 

it. 

When I say óI am a Chris-

tianò, I still feel the sting of 

pain. 

I have my share of heart-

aches, so I call upon His 

name. 

When I say óI am a Chris-

tianô, Iôm not holier than 

thou. 

Iôm just a simple sinner who 

received Godôs good grace, 

somehow! 

Author unknown 
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Starkdale's Vacation Bible School was a huge suc-

cess!  Approximately 70 children attended each day. The 

theme was Son Harvest County Fair.  Children had a fun-

filled week learning about the fruit of the Sprit including 

Love, Joy, Peace, Patience & Kindness through the par-

ables of Jesus, participating in fun games and crafts, enjoy-

ing snacks, as well as learning fun songs.   

  

Our mission project again this year was the Heifer Project 

International, a group providing animals to needy families 

throughout the world. This year we raised $382.00.  This 

was enough to buy 2 pigs, rabbits, chickens and ducks.    

 

On Friday, the children performed the songs they had 

learned throughout the week for their family and 

friends.  Following the program, lunch was served to 

all and children also had the opportunity to participate 

in games in activities in the parking lot. 

  

Thanks to everyone for their help.  

The Starkdale fellowship hall was transformed into a barn-

yard.  Created by Lew Townsend. 

The three little pigs! 

Pat Daily and the nursery kids 

The òbarnyard sceneó in the pre-school roomñcreated by 

Sharon Petrilla 

Art time is a favorite with Lew and Sherilyn Townsend as teachers. 


