
ministry that would bring 

many youths to the Lord. 

I have to admit that since I 

became a pastor in 1975, I 

havenôt seen the excite-

ment and joy about 

Christôs ministry that I see 

here.  It is becoming more 

appealing to some of us to 

invite non church goers to 

our church.  The friendship 

and the warmth you share 

every Sunday is a big plus 

for our fellowship and for 

meeting new people.  The 

midweek Bible study, to 

which many of you keep 

bringing friends, has 

grown beyond my expecta-

tions.   

It is amazing how God has 

graciously gathered a 

group of Catholics, Greek 

Orthodox, Methodists, 

Baptists, Presbyterians é 

etc. to meet weekly for 

fellowship in the Word.  

Thank you for fanning the 

flame of faith.  Thank you 

for being the type of faith-

ful witnesses that you are.  

Thank you for being an 

invaluable part of the 

Starkdale team.   

Sincerely, 

 

 

Philip 

 

 

 

Dear Starkdale Family, 

(members and friends),  

I continue to envision 

Starkdale all-member-

participation in ministry.  

Can you imagine what it 

would be like if all talents 

and convictions of our con-

gregation are put to a good 

ministerial use?   

We have six commissions 

(Administration, Evangel-

ism, Fellowship, Nurture, 

Outreach, and Worship).  

Each of these commissions 

is in great need for workers.  

A list of the responsibilities 

of each commission, which 

may be copied and sent to 

you, is available at the 

church office. 

Here is an idea:  If you 

havenôt yet been asked to 

serve in any capacity, read 

the list, see where your tal-

ents may be used effec-

tively, and contact the elder 

or deacon in charge; let 

them know that you would 

like to be part of their team.  

There is a saying that I 

heard once or twice in 

America, which I never for-

got and which I have often 

experienced it to be true:  

ñIf the followers lead, the 

leaders will follow.ò  This 

is true of any church.  

When a church congrega-

tion is enthused about min-

istry and is willing to give 

of themselves selflessly to 

the work of the church, 

church leaders have no 

choice but to follow in their 

lead.   

I urge you then to help 

Starkdale acquire the fire of 

the early Pentecost, to let it 

fuel us with the power of 

Godôs Spirit and energize us 

to do things we never 

thought possible.  Let us 

permit this fire of Pentecost 

to spread wildly into our 

communities.  Let us let the 

wind of Godôs Spirit carry 

its flames to every home 

and every street in our area.  

Let this fire of Godôs Spirit 

keep us from ñtaking the 

back seatò and falling into 

to sleep, especially in a time 

when all the forces of evil 

are fully awake.  In other 

words, let us become on fire 

for our Lord, become spiri-

tually contagious, so com-

munity people can experi-

ence the need for Godôs life

-giving Spirit and desire the 

saving grace of our Savior.  

Let us receive anew the 

flames of the first Pentecost, 

which not even Rome with 

its might, could put out. 

Among the major priorities 

of our elders and deacons 

for this year are intentional 

efforts for more evangelism, 

a wider range of Christian 

fellowship,  home visitation 

by officers and church 

members, increased finan-

cial support, more wonder-

ful opportunities for biblical 

knowledge and understand-

ing, and a community youth 
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Lori Balvin, graduating from Franciscan University of 

Steubenville. 

Thomas Brown, graduating with a 

Bachelorôs Degree in Accounting, 

Magna Cum Laude from 

Washington and Jefferson 

University. He was named 

ñPresidential Athletic Conference 

Pitcher of the Weekò.  Tom will 

begin his career with PNC in 

Pittsburgh and plans to pursue 

graduate studies to earn his MBA 

next year.  Tom is the son of Dr. 

Tom and Suzanne Brown. 

Christopher Daily, graduating with a Bachelor of Science 

Degree in Economics and Finance, Magna Cum Laude,  

from Coastal Carolina University.  Christopher is the son 

of Dan and Laura Daily. 

Heidi Drazich, graduating with honors 

from the Columbus School of Art and 

Design on May 15th.  Heidi is the 

granddaughter of Steve and Eleanor 

Drazich.  She begins her career with 

Victoriaôs Secret. 

 

Mason Edward Gambos, 

graduating with his high school 

diploma from their Home School.  

Mason plans to attend Liberty 

University, Lynchbuyrg, Virginia 

in the fall and major in Criminal 

Justice.  He plans a career in law 

enforcement. Mason is the son of 

Brian and Jane Gambos. 

Sarah Lane, graduating from 

Burgettstown Jr/Sr High School with 

a 3.1 cumulative GPA.  She was in 

the High School Chorus for 5 years 

and the Burgettstown Track and 

Field Team for 2 years.  She will 

attend either Eastern Gateway 

Community College or West 

Virginia Northern Community 

College in the fall.  Her ultimate 

career goal is to become a 

Registered Nurse specializing in Pediatrics. Sarah is the 

daughter of Felicia and Steve Elliott. 

Octavia Lover, graduating from East-

ern Gateway Community College 

with an Associate Degree.  Octavia 

plans to attend Youngstown State 

University in the fall to earn her 

Bachelorôs Degree in Spanish Educa-

tion. 

Brandon Mathieu, graduating with his 

high school diploma from Indian 

Creek High School.  Brandon plans to 

attend Ohio State University in Co-

lumbus, Ohio, majoring in Engineer-

ing.  Brandon is the son of Rick and 

Karen Mathieu, and the grandson of 

Helen Unsold. 

Dylan Pendleton, graduating from 

Akron University. 

 

Noah Townsend, graduating with a 

Bachelorôs Degree in Environmental 

Science from Bethany College.  Noah 

is the son of Lewis and Sherilyn 

Townsend. 

 

Kera Halley Wells, graduating with a 

Bachelorôs Degree in Education from 

Franciscan University of Steubenville.  

Kera plans to continue further her de-

gree while continuing to work at 

Spankyôs Restaurant in Wintersville.  

Kera is the daughter of Kenny and Lisa 

Wells and the granddaughter of Birney 

Wells and Barbara Wrkich. 

 

Alicia Wilson, graduating with a Cer-

tificate for Surgical Technician from  

West Virginia Northern Community 

College.  Alicia is the daughter of Jeff 

and Cindy Wilson, and the grand-

daughter of David Good and Martha 

Wilson. 

Rob Wyman, graduating with a Bachelorôs Degree in Civil 

Engineering from Case-Western Reserve University. He 

has begun his career with Case-Western.  Rob is the grand-

son of Dick and Beverly Wyman.  

  CONGRATULATIONS TO THE GRADUATES  



 

 

 

 

 

Question: "Why does God allow 

bad things to happen to good peo-

ple?" 

 

Answer: This is one of the most diffi-

cult questions in all of theology. God 

is eternal, infinite, omniscient, omni-

present, and omnipotent. Why should 

human beings (not eternal, infinite, 

omniscient, omnipresent, or omnipo-

tent) expect to be able to fully under-

stand Godôs ways? The book of Job 

deals with this issue. God had allowed 

Satan to do everything he wanted to 

Job except kill him. What was Jobôs 

reaction? ñThough he slay me, yet will 

I hope in himò (Job 13:15). ñThe 

LORD gave and the LORD has taken 

away; may the name of the LORD be 

praisedò (Job 1:21). Job did not under-

stand why God had allowed the things 

He did, but he knew God was good 

and therefore continued to trust in 

Him. Ultimately, that should be our 

reaction as well. 

 

Why do bad things happen to good 

people? The biblical answer is there 

are no ñgoodò people. The Bible 

makes it abundantly clear that all of us 

are tainted by and infected with sin 

(Ecclesiastes 7:20; Romans 6:23; 1 

John 1:8). Romans 3:10-18 could not 

be clearer about the non-existence of 

ñgoodò people: ñThere is no one right-

eous, not even one; there is no one 

who understands, no one who seeks 

God. All have turned away, they have 

together become worthless; there is no 

one who does good, not even one. 

Their throats are open graves; their 

tongues practice deceit. The poison of 

vipers is on their lips. Their mouths 

are full of cursing and bitterness. Their 

feet are swift to shed blood; ruin and 

misery mark their ways, and the way 

of peace they do not know. There is no 

fear of God before their eyes.ò Every 

human being on this planet deserves to 

be thrown into hell at this very mo-

ment. Every second we spend alive is 

only by the grace and mercy of God. 

Even the most terrible misery we 

could experience on this planet is mer-

ciful compared to what we deserve, 

eternal hell in the lake of fire. 

 

A better question would be ñWhy does 

God allow good things to happen to 

bad people?ò Romans 5:8 declares, 

ñBut God demonstrates his own love 

for us in this: While we were still sin-

ners, Christ died for us.ò Despite the 

evil, wicked, sinful nature of the peo-

ple of this world, God still loves us. 

He loved us enough to die to take the 

penalty for our sins (Romans 6:23). If 

we receive Jesus Christ as Savior 

(John 3:16; Romans 10:9), we will be 

forgiven and promised an eternal 

home in heaven (Romans 8:1). What 

we deserve is hell. What we are given 

is eternal life in heaven if we come to 

Christ in faith.  

 

Yes, sometimes bad things happen to 

people who seem undeserving of 

them. But God allows things to hap-

pen for His reasons, whether or not we 

understand them. Above all, however, 

we must remember that God is good, 

just, loving, and merciful. Often things 

happen to us that we simply cannot 

understand. However, instead of 

doubting God's goodness, our reaction 

should be to trust Him. òTrust in the 

LORD with all your heart and lean not 

on your own understanding; in all your 

ways acknowledge Him, and He will 

make your paths straightò (Proverbs 

3:5-6). 

The two weekly Bible Study groups are 

presently studying this very subject as 

they work through the book of Job.  

Please join them on Tuesday morning 

at 10 a.m. or Wednesday evening at 

6:00 p.m. 
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The Soup Kitchen was held on May 13 at St. 

Paul Catholic Church.  If youôd like to par-

ticipate in helping with the Soup Kitchen 

please contact the church office or Andy 

Celestin. 

Carol Oklok and Joyce Palmer prepare dessert 

John Criss and Bill Alexander are in charge of the 

beans. 

Joyce Palmer, Bill Alexander, John Criss, Ella 

Jane Burns and Andy Celestin (below) working  

together to prepare the meal. 


